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liam Henry Harrison into chief command, and it
ended in Commodore Perry's signal victory on Lake
Erie and Harrison's equally important defeat of
the disheartened British land forces on the banks
of the Thames River, north of the Lake. At this
Battle of the Thames perished Tecumseh, who in
point of fact was the real force behind the British
campaigns in the West. Tradition describes him
on the eve of the battle telling his comrades that
his last day had come, solemnly stripping off his
British uniform before going into battle, and ar-
raying himself in the fighting costume of his own
people.

For two-thirds of the time, the war went badly
for the Westerners, and only at the end did it turn
out to be a brilliant success. The reasons for the
dreary succession of disasters are not difficult to
discover. Foremost among them is the charac-
ter of the troops and officers. The material from
which the regiments were recruited was intrinsi-
cally good, but utterly raw and untrained. The
men could shoot well; they had great powers of
endurance; and they were brave. But there the
list of their military virtues ends.

The scheme of military organization relied upon
throughout the West was that of the volunteer